Opening Remarks by Hon’ble Minister (P&NG) at the inaugural session of the India-Romania Joint Working Group on Oil & Natural Gas, at 1200 Hrs on 3 March 2008 at Long Champ, Taj Mansingh.
· Your Excellency,  Dr. Varujan Vosganian, Minister of Economy and Finance,  Romania,

· Distinguished members  of  the Romanian delegation,

· Shri M. S. Srinivasan, Secretary, Petroleum & Natural Gas,

· Shri R. S. Sharma, CMD, ONGC, 

· Shri R. S. Butola, MD, OVL,

· Shri Sarthak Behuria, CMD, IOCL, 

· Shri Mukesh Rohtagi, CMD, EIL,

· Dr. U. D. Choubey, CMD, GAIL,

· Senior Officers of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Oil Companies,

· Ladies and Gentlemen,

 
I extend a very warm welcome to you, Excellency, and the members of your delegation on your visit to India. I am confident that our deliberations today will help in reinforcing our ties of cooperation, particularly in the oil and gas sector.

2.
It is a matter of great satisfaction that the contacts between our two friendly countries and civilizations can be traced back several centuries. Romania’s national poet, Mihai Eminescu, was attracted to Indian languages and literature and translated a book on Sanskrit grammar into Romanian.  Eminent Romanian philosophers and poets were deeply influenced by Indian thought and this found reflection in their works. Rabindranath Tagore visited Romania in 1926.  Prof. Mircea Eliade spent four years from 1928- 1932 studying philosophy and Sanskrit at Calcutta University.  

3.
The relationship between India and Romania has been warm and friendly since the establishment of our diplomatic relations in 1948. We indeed have had very close ties of cooperation in the field of hydrocarbon sector. As an independent nation, when we embarked on an exciting journey of hydrocarbon exploration in the Indian sedimentary basin, Romania had supplied vital tools for exploration. Our first oil rig from Romania was acquired in March 1956. In the early days of our oil and gas development, many drilling rigs and work-over rigs were procured from Romania.  Some of them are still operational. Many young engineers from ONGC were trained by the Romanian side. 31 March 1957 remains a landmark day as on this day the first oil rig supplied from Romania started work. Romania has also helped ONGC with its oilfield technology and equipment. 

4.
During the 1960s and 1970s, when we were setting up various refineries, Romanian assistance was availed at Guwahati, Barauni and Haldia. Interestingly, the first public sector refinery in India at Guwahati, which was built with Romanian collaboration, was inaugurated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on 1 January 1962. 

5.
Our bilateral cooperation has also covered petrochemicals, power, and metallurgy projects in India.  Romania has been involved in major Indian projects such as the thermal power plant at Singareni, the Mangalore pelletizing plant, the Durgapur agglomeration plant and the Hyderabad tractor plant. 

6.
Our two countries have a healthy tradition of high-level contacts on a regular basis. Last year, our total trade exceeded US $ 700 million. On part of this Ministry, we are determined to work with Romania so as strengthen further the ties between our two countries. 

7.
In recent years, Romania has supplied some oil field tubular and equipments like well heads and vital safety equipment like BOP (blow out preventer).  In 2003, ONGC procured many work-over rigs from Romania. Your cementing units have always been the back bone of the cementing services of ONGC.

8.
I am happy to mention that an interesting research project is on the anvil, which will facilitate joint work by our two sides for geological studies of the Himalayan belt. This will open a new vista for exploration in the Indian subcontinent.

9.
Given rich history of our past cooperation, we remain deeply appreciative of the valuable contribution Romania has made in the development of our oil & gas sector. The need of the hour is that we   identify new opportunities, tap unutilised potential so as to work together for common benefit. For example, our companies could collaborate in oil and gas exploration, not only in India, but also in third countries. Our side would also be happy to share our experience and expertise in revamping and modernisation of refineries. I suggest we instruct our delegation members to work out a concrete programme of action, which will not only match the level of our past cooperation, but to take it to greater heights.  Allow me, Excellency, to quote a few lines from a poem penned by Mihai Eminescu,  titled “ Time flows by”, reflecting our warm feelings and sentiments towards your great country:

Time flows by, and has passed like rivers

Since that hallowed moment we first saw each other,

Yet I’ll never forget the love we had together...

10.
As I conclude, I request the members of my delegation to introduce themselves to our distinguished friends from Romania.

Thank you,

Jai Hind.

1

