Speech of HON’BLE Minister (P&NG) SHRI MURLI DEORA, AT IGL’s  CNG CONSUMER MEET IN DELHI on 20th July, 2008
 
Smt. Sheila Dikshit Ji, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi, my colleague Shri Dinsha Patel ji, Chairman & Members of the Petroleum & Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB), Senior Officers of Central & State Government, Presidents of the Bus Operator Union, Taxi & Autorickshaw Union, friends from Press, Ladies & Gentlemen. 

2.
I welcome you all to this CNG consumer meet organized to understand the constraints being faced by operators of public transport vehicles in supply of CNG in Delhi. 
3. 
It is said that ideas change the world. Friends 30 years ago when I was Mayor of Mumbai, I met Sh. Prasad who was CMD of ONGC at that time in my office. At that time gas was flared at Mumbai High. The flame of gas could be seen from Gateway of India. We reached an agreement to supply natural gas to Mumbai. It took thirty years to realize the dream. Today Mumbai is reaping the benefits of natural gas which is both cheap and environment friendly. Same thing applies to Delhi. CNG has brought qualitative change in the motor vehicles in Delhi. Earlier, in the evenings, we use to see a layers of smog over Delhi which was major pollutant. But with introduction of CNG, we have seen dramatic change in the air quality. This has benefited by the lives of millions of inhabitants of Delhi. 

4.
Natural Gas has emerged as most preferred motor fuel as compared to petrol & diesel because it is cost effective and environment friendly. 

5. 
Recently, there have been media reports regarding constraints faced by vehicles in getting CNG supplies in Delhi. To tackle this, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has directed Indraprastha Gas Ltd. (IGL), which provides CNG in Delhi, to work on war footing to ensure adequate CNG availability in coordination with concerned agencies. 

6. 
It is understood that, there has been a 250% growth of CNG users in the private segment during last two years. The recent hike in the prices of petrol and diesel has also led to a sharp rise in CNG conversion by vehicle owners. To meet this ever increasing demand, IGL has plans to expand the dispensing capacity of CNG by 30% to 40%. This will be done by installing 54 new electric motor driven compressors, and 120 CNG dispensers by December 2008. IGL is also in touch with DTC to allow utilization of their depots at six locations for multiuse. 
7.
Presently, IGL runs 163 CNG stations in Delhi and caters to nearly 2.25 lakh vehicles (50% each are public and private vehicles), filling over 13 lakh kgs / day. Within a month demand has increased by 2 lakh kg / day. Piped Natural Gas (PNG) is being supplied to around 1.25 lakh households in Delhi.

8. 
On this occasion I would like to extend my special thanks to Chief Minister of Delhi under whose able leadership, Delhi Government has done commendable work in extending all support to IGL in their endeavour to provide adequate CNG in Delhi. I have also requested Chief Minister of Delhi to allot more plots and provide single window clearance to tackle CNG demand on war footing. 
9. 
I assure you that Government would spare no efforts to ensure adequate supply of CNG in Delhi. The current inadequacy of CNG supply in Delhi has been largely caused by the increase in demand by CNG buses / taxis / autos / private vehicles coming from neighboring suburbs particularly Noida, Ghaziabad, Gurgaon and Faridabad in National Capital Region (NCR). We would be requesting the Governments of UP and Haryana to give the required clearances to IGL for opening CNG stations. This would benefit the vehicle owners in the region as they are presently required to undertake journey to Delhi to fill up CNG in their vehicles.

10. 
I would like to again assure that Government is taking all necessary steps to overcome this temporary problem and ensure adequate CNG supply so that the general public does not face any inconvenience. We welcome your valuable suggestions so as to resolve the present issues amicably.
Thank you. 
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