Statement by the Leader of the Indian Delegation at the 

SCO Heads of State Council Meeting

(Dushanbe 28 August 2008)

Your Excellency Mr Emomali Rahmon, Distinguished Heads of State and Government of the member and observer states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, Distinguished Leaders of the observer countries and special invitees, Mr Secretary General of the SCO, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I take this opportunity to convey our appreciation and gratitude to the Government of Tajikistan for immaculate arrangements for the Summit and generous hospitality extended to us. 

Excellencies and Distinguishes Guests,


 India has been associated with the SCO as an Observer since 2005.  We have stated clearly our interest in engaging with the SCO activities more actively and constructively at its past meetings.  We understand that there has been progress towards evolving ways and means of involving Observers more closely and providing them a more clearly defined and substantive role in the Organization. We would welcome early steps by the SCO in that direction and hope that this involvement would become substantive in form and content.

Recently, our Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, had stated:  ‘the success and prosperity of each one of us provides opportunities to the others to promote their own success and prosperity. This mutuality of interests is the central driving force of regional cooperation everywhere’.  This approach is the guiding spirit behind India’s interest in participating in and contributing to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization processes.

India has witnessed rapid economic growth over the last several years, and is well-poised to attian even higher rates of growth in the future.  This has given us greater capacity to engage and strengthen our commitment for working together with the countries of the SCO. We believe that India’s developmental experiences would be relevant for SCO states and we would also gain from ongoing processes in these states.  Exchange of knowledge and human skills will strengthen our mutual capacities. These exchanges must go beyond government-to-government interactions and embrace our academicians, artists, writers and civil society.
Excellencies,
My travel to Dushanbe took less time than that required to reach some the Indian cities.  We are geographically so close to this region and our historical and cultural linkages go back to the days of the ancient silk route or even earlier.  We share many legends and folk traditions.  The ethos of tolerance and inclusiveness prevailing in our multi-ethnic and pluralistic societies is the consequence of such confluences.  Our geographical, historical and civilizational closeness reaffirm the potential for harnessing them for present-day connectivities and linkages. We welcome the proposed meeting of Transport Ministers of SCO members and observer countries, and possibly other Ministerial meetings and hope that these meetings would deliberate on pursuing mutually beneficial possibilities among us.

The international community faces numerous challenges – across many fronts - food security, energy security, pandemics, economic development, terrorism, narcotics, environment and so on.  The SCO has mechanisms in place to address some of them and there are deliberations to work towards tackling these collectively.  It is in our mutual interest to work together in addressing these challenges jointly.

Terrorism is a major challenge confronting the global community which requires effective, collective measures.  The SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure based in Tashkent has an important role to play to check the growth of extremist and terrorist influences in the region.  As a country which has been time and again targeted by these radical forces, India believes that its association with RATS would be mutually beneficial.  India’s strong commitment to and extensive participation in the re-construction of Afghanistan through wide-ranging projects, programmes and initiatives is aimed at the long term peace and prosperity of the whole region.  We feel that the SCO Contact Group on Afghanistan also seeks the same long term objectives.  An inclusive approach of the Contact Group could be mutually beneficial. 

Energy and food security are subjects of much debate around the world.  As the Minister responsible for Energy matters in the Government of India, I am confronted with a difficult energy scenario closely associated with global trends which impinges on our developmental targets. The SCO could take a lead in evolving a constructive partnership among the energy producing and energy consuming nations.  The SCO Energy Club offers immense possibilities and solutions and India, as a developing economy, would be willing to engage with SCO countries. 

India’s cultural links with the region are well known. Our arts and cinema enjoy widespread popularity here and some of our movies have also been shot in this beautiful landscape.  We feel that cultural exchanges in all forms provide an excellent platform for showcasing rich and diverse cultural and contemporary traditions of each one of us and bring us closer.  We welcome the initiative of an SCO Film Festival in Yekaterinburg in 2009.  The organization of such events provides an opportunity to the peoples of our countries to recognize and appreciate each other’s cultures and societies. 

Excellencies and Distinguished Guests


I have put forward a few ideas where India, as an Observer country, could constructively engage and contribute to the SCO.  Lord Buddha, whose followers have left eternal trails in all parts of this region, had said, ‘an idea that is developed and put into action is more important than an idea that exists only as an idea’. I think the time has come when ideas should translate into action, to create mechanisms and means for more active engagement in the SCO. We would welcome a partnership that is anchored in the fundamental principles of mutual recognition, respect and benefit. 


In conclusion, I thank the Government of Tajikistan & President Rahmon once again for hosting this important meeting in the beautiful city of Dushanbe and for the warmth and hospitality extended to us.  I also congratulate Your Excellency President Rahmon for ably conducting today’s meeting.
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