Address by H.E. Murli Deora, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas at the launching ceremony of Varzob-1 hydropower project on 29 August 2008
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to announce the commencement of works for the modernization and uprating of Varzob-1 Hydro power project. This project is funded by the Government of India grant of about US$ 18 million and will be executed by leading Indian public enterprises NHPC Limited and Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited together with Tajik Energy company ‘Borki Tojik’. The renovation of the Varzob-I project was an important decision taken during the visit of President Rahmon to India in August 2006, and we are happy that the commitment made by my government is entering the implementation phase. 
We recognize the importance of this project for the city of Dushanbe and let me mention that this is the largest economic development project being undertaken by my Government at its cost in Tajikistan. I am confident that our well-experienced and renowned energy companies - the NHPC Limited and Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited - which have participated in numerous power projects abroad, would make this project a shining example of their capabilities and efficiencies in this country and region. The execution of the project would naturally need full support of the Government of Tajikistan and Tajik Energy Agency ‘Barki Tojik’, as reflected in the agreement with Barki Tojik and the MOU with the Government of Tajikistan. We would hope for this cooperation on the part of our Tajik partners.  We would ensure that this project stands an important symbol of India-Tajikistan friendship. 

Tajikistan is India’s close and friendly neighbour. I was pleasantly surprised to note that the flying time from Delhi to Dushanbe is about the same as from Delhi to my home town Mumbai. It is well-known that our countries share ancient historical, cultural and linguistic ties and similarities. To cite and example of our common heritage, Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil is equally revered in India as well as in Tajikistan. India is committed to build on this solid foundation of brotherly relations between our countries and realize the full potential for bilateral cooperation in diverse fields.  The Government of India would continue the ongoing human resource development programmes, undertake new initiatives and contribute through all possible means to the efforts of the Government of Tajikistan for the all round economic growth of this beautiful country.
Our entrepreneurs and businesses could play an important role to expand and diversify economic cooperation. I understand that several Indian companies are keenly exploring investment opportunities in Tajikistan in the field of minerals and metals and setting up of cement, power and steel plants in Tajikistan. We need to encourage this trend. The construction of a premium hotel in Dushanbe by an Indian group could add another pillar to this development. The restoration of direct air links between Delhi and Dushanbe would have a major beneficial impact on investments, tourism, cultural and people-to-people contacts.
I also hope that the exposure of Indian companies to the Tajik energy sector would provide them new opportunities in this friendly region.  I am told that some of them have already expressed their interest in participating in the development of other hydro and thermal power projects in Tajikistan on a commercial basis. We hope that the Government of Tajikistan would look at these proposals favorably. 
I am grateful to the Government of Tajikistan and the Hon’ble Minister for Energy and Industry who have made our stay in Dushanbe very comfortable. We appreciate the warmth and the generous hospitality extended to us here. 
Thank you!
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